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What understandings are desired?

What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit?

Students will know: Students will be able to:

Established Goals:

Students will understand that:

What essential questions will be considered?
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Stage 1: Identify Desired Results.

Miranda Cote
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by Miranda Cote
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       What evidence will show that students understand?

   Performance Tasks* (Summary in G.R.A.S.P.S. form):

  Student Self-Assessment and Reflection:

*Complete a Performance Task Blueprint for each task (next page).

Other Evidence (quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples, etc.):

T

Stage 2: Determine acceptable evidence.
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What understandings/goals will be assessed through this task?

What student products/performances will provide evidence of desired understandings?

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding?

Task Description:

What criteria are implied in the standard(s)/understanding(s) regardless of the task specifics? What
qualities must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were met?

Assessment Task Blueprint
G

T



©2004  ASCD and Grant Wiggins & Jay McTighe page 5

Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements. L

Stage 3: Plan learning experiences and instruction.
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Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements. L

Stage 3: Plan learning experiences and instruction.


	Untitled

	Text14: 
	Text39: 

1. Students develop research questions and modify them as necessary to elicit, present, and critique evidence from a variety of primary and secondary sources following the conventions of documentation. (what) Product: blog Students will understand that finding the answer to a research question requires the use of a variety of primary and secondary sources. (where) No one source contains enough information or is completely objective. Only using one source can lead to "brainwashing" while using a variety exposes students to many facts and opinions which will allow them to decide for 

themselves. (why)
2. Youtube video (Hook)

3. Students will know the difference between opinion and fact. (equip) Inspiration diagram (explore) Group brainstorming (experience)

4. What is the research question? (Rethink) What can you do to present the answer to the question in the final project? 

(Rehearse) Does the information you have found fit the question? (Revisit) How can you make the project better? (Refine)

5. I will collect the work at the end of this stage to see what students have done so far. (Evaluate)
6. Verbal: Read articles about the topic.
Interpersonal: Talk about the research with other students.
Intrapersonal: Think about what the topic means to you and how it affects you.

Logical/Mathmatical:
Visual: Find and watch videos dealing with your topic.
Musical: Play music while students are working.
Kinesthetic: Students can use laptops to research and write.
Naturalist:

7.Synthesize information from varied sources. (organize) 
	Text1: Uncovering the Truth
	Text2:       9 -- 12         
	Text3: English
	Text4: Primary source, secondary source, research question, bibliography, works cited
	Text5: Catherine Hall
	Text6:  4-5 Weeks
	Text7: 
	Text8: 
	Text9: Students will understand that finding the answers to research questions requires the use of a variety of primary and 

secondary sources, following the conventions of documentation makes an essay stronger, and that sometimes 

research questions need to be modified to fit the available information.  By the end of this unit, students will be able 

to synthesize information from varied sources, make judgements about conflicted findings from different sources, adapt the initial research question, analyze different opinions, consider all opinions, and be aware of their own opinion.  They will know the difference between opinion and fact, the correct way to document information, at least two different opinions about their topic, new vocabulary, MLA format, and the conventions of formal writing.  At the end of the unit, students will produce a blog that presents the facts, at least two different opinions, and their own opinion about their topic.  
	Text10: X
	Text11: X
	Text12: X
	Text13: 
	Text15:    
	Text16:      
	Text20: 
	Text21: 
	Text22:    Maine Learning Results: English Language Arts -  C Research
   C1 Research
   Grade 9 - Diploma Current Events
   Students develop research questions and modify them as necessary to elicit, present, and critique evidence from a variety of primary and secondary sources following the conventions of documentation.  
   c.  Synthesize information from varied sources.  



	Text24: 
 •How does one find answers to research questions?
•Why is it important to follow the structures and conventions of documentation when writing an essay?
•What can be done if the researched information does not fit the initial research question well?


 
	Text25: 
 •The difference between opinion and fact.
•The correct way to document information in an essay.
•At least two differing opinions about the current event being researched.
Vocabulary: primary source, secondary source, research question, bibliography, works cited
MLA Format 
Conventions of Formal Writing

 

 
 

	Text26: 
•Make judgements about conflicted findings from different sources.
•Adapt the initial research question to fit the available information.
•Analyze different opinions found in the research.
•Consider all opinions about the topic.
•Be aware of their own opinion concerning the topic.

 
 
	Text27: Goal: Know how to develop research questions and to use a variety of primary and secondary sources to answer that question.  
Role: The students will take on the persona of a news commentator who is applying for a job hosting a talk show on CNN.  
Audience: The audience will be the rest of the class, as well as anyone on the Internet who reads their blog.
Situation: CNN is looking for a talk show that can compete with the O'Reilley Factor on Fox News.  You want to host the new talk show, so you create a blog about a current event, explaining both the facts and your own opinion.  You will present this blog in an interesting manner to prove that you would be a good host for the new show.
Products: A blog containing information about the chosen topic as well as the student's opinion about the topic.  A presentation of the blog.
Standards: 
     Blog:                                                                                          Presentation:
Quality of information                                                               Content
Organization                                                                             Preparedness
Mechanics                                                                                 Speaks Clearly
Sources                                                                                      Volume
Point of View                                                                             Enthusiasm
Overall Effectiveness                                                                 Listens to Other Presentations
	Text68: 
	Text28: Work samples throughout the process (drafts, notes, resource lists, blog entries, the wiki page)
Observations of students as they work (What do they spend most of their time doing?  Do they work together or alone?  Are they willing to help each other?)  
Essay: How well did you separate opinions you found from the facts?  How well did you separate your own opinion from the facts in your blog?  Do you think your blog was convincing?  What did you learn from this project?
	Text29: Student reflections on the research process over the course of the unit. 
Students will grade their work according to the rubric.
Students will reflect on how well they worked with their classmates and how much they contributed to group work.  
 
	Text30: Maine Learning Results: English Language Arts - C Research
Grade 9 - Diploma Current Events
	Text31: Students develop research questions and modify them as necessary to elicit, present, and critique information from a variety of primary and secondary sources.
	Text32:  Synthesize information from a variety of primary and secondary sources.
Use proper spelling, usage, and mechanics.
	Text33:  Use proper documentation.
Use persuasive writing.
	Text34:    CNN is looking for a new talk show host who can compete with the O'Reilley Factor on Fox News.  To apply for the position, you must create a blog about a current event that contains the facts about that event and your personal opinion about that event.  Be sure to include pictures, videos, and links.  You can organize your blog in any way you wish, as long as it makes sense to the people reading it.  You may choose to do multiple posts and organize them using labels, or one post.  Adding comments to the blog from people who both agree and disagree with you (you would write these yourself) would enhance the blog.  When your blog is finished, you will present it to the people at CNN and they will decide if you get the job.  Good luck!    
	Text36: Oral presentation of the blog the student created
	Text35: Blog containing facts and the student's opinion
	Text37:  Effectiveness of the blog
Presents facts about the topic
Presents his/her opinion about the topic
Spelling, Usage, and Mechanics
Proper documentation
Used at least five sources
                           
	Text38:  Content
Preparedness
Speaks Clearly
Volume
Enthusiasm
Listens to Other Presentations

	Text49: 
	Text46: Hook.  Explain how to refine research questions based on available information.  Students work in groups and alone.
	Text43: 
	Text40: Hook.  Introduce MLA format and teach students how to document information.  Students work alone and in groups.  
	Text41: 
	Text42: Presentations
	Text44: Hook.  Students begin working on their rough draft.  They may work alone or in groups.  
	Text45:  
	Text47: 
	Text48: Work Day
	Text50: Hook.  Students work together to adapt their research questions if they need adating.
	Text51: 
	Text52: Introduce the project.  Hook.  Explain research questions.  Students work in groups and individually.
	Text53: 
	Text54: Hook.  Students consider all opinions and facts and begin their drafts.
	Text55: 
8. Students develop research questions and modify them as necessary to elicit, present, and critique evidence from a variety of primary and secondary sources following the conventions of documentation. (What) Product: blog Students 

will understand that initial research questions may need to be modified during the research process. (Where) Sometimes questions are worded in such a way that the answer cannot be found, or there is simply no direct answer to the question. 

When this happens, it is important to be flexible and change the question so that you can find an answer. (Why)
9. Read one vague writing prompt and one specific writing prompt and compare them to weak and strong research questions.
10. Students will know At least two differing opinions about the current event being researched. (Equip) Open Inquiry (Experience) Discuss research results in groups. (Explore)
11. What information is available for the research question? (Rethink) What would be a more effective research 

question? (Refine) Come up with 2 different versions of the research question that might be more effective. (Rehearse)
12. .I will collect the work students have done thus far and see what progress they are making. (Evaluate)

13.Verbal:
Interpersonal: Talk about ideas for modified research questions in groups.
Intrapersonal:
Logical/Mathmatical: Organize information in an outline.
Musical: Play music in the background.
Spatial: Use a graphic organizer to organize the information.

Naturalist: Hold class outside.
Bodily-Kinesthetic: Use laptops to do research and write.

14.Make judgements about conflicted findings from different sources. 
	Text56: 



15. Students develop research questions and modify them as necessary to elicit, present, and critique evidence from a variety of primary and secondary sources following the conventions of documentation. (What) Product: Blog Students will understand that following the structures and conventions of documentation strengthens an essay.(Where) A well 

written essay makes the reader take notice because it sounds like the writer knows what she is talking about. If an essay is not well written, the reader is not likely to pay much attention. (Why)

16. .Read a poor essay and a good essay. Which is better and why? IHook)
17. Students will know the correct way to document information in an essay. (Equip) Guided inquiry (Experience) Groups come up with a list of properly documented sources. (Explore)
18.Is the form of documentation you used correct? (Rethink) How can you make your documentation correct? (Rehearse) Revise your list of sources so that the form of documentation is correct. (Refine))
19. I will collect the students' work so far to see how they are doing. (Evaluate)
20. Visual:Use a graphic organizer.

Interpersonal:Discuss in groups the proper way to document information and why it is important.
Intrapersonal:Think about how proper documentation affects the quality of the essay and reflects on them as writers.

Spatial:Use a graphic organizer to arrange sources.

Bodily-Kinesthetic:Use laptops to do research and write.
Musical:Play music in the background.
Logical/Mathmatical:
Naturalist:
21.Synthesize information from a variety of primary and secondary sources. 
	Text57: 22.Students develop research questions and modify them as necessary to elicit, present, and critique evidence from a variety of primary and secondary sources following the conventions of documentation. (What) Students will understand that initial research 

questions may need to be modified during the research process. (Where) Sometimes questions are phrased in such a way that there is no information readily available. There may also be one element of a question that prevents the answer from being clear. It is important to be flexible with research questions so that an answer can be found. (Why)
23.Two questions, one straightforward, the other convoluted. (Hook)

24.Students will know the definition of a research question and how a strong research question can help research.  (Equip) Students work in groups to improve their research questions. (Experience, Explore)
25..Students refine their research questions to get better results. (Refine, Rethink, Rehearse)
26.I look at students' previous questions and results compared to their current questions and results. (Evaluate)
27.Spatial:Graphic organizer for the old question and results and the new question and results.
Verbal:Talk about the difference between the two questions and what the results were.
Interpersonal:Work in groups to make the initial question better.

Intrapersonal:Think about why one research question is better than the other.
Musical:Have music playing in the background.
Bodily-Kinesthetic:Change groups 3 times to get new perspectives.
Naturalist:
Logical/Mathematical:Make a formula for a good research question.

28.Adapt the initial research question to fit the available information. (Organize)
 
	Text58: 

29.Students develop research questions and modify them as necessary to elicit, present, and critique evidence from a variety of primary and secondary sources following the conventions of documentation. (What) Students will understand that finding the answer to a research question requires the use of a variety of primary and secondary sources. (Where) There are many different opinions about issues, and it is important that a person be aware of those opinions whether he agrees with them or not because then he will have a clearer idea of why he agrees or disagrees. (Why)

30. Video of two people arguing. (Hook)
31.Students will know how using proper documentation strengthens an essay.  (Equip) Students use a graphic organizer to list different opinions and reasons they do or do not agree. (Explore)  Students will begin work on the references section of their blog.  (Experience)

32. Students consider the different opinions in light of the facts they have found in their research. (Rethink)

33. I will look at their graphic organizers to be sure they have the right idea. (Evaluate)
34.Spatial:Video
Verbal:Talk about the differences between each opinion.
Musical:Have music playing in the background.
Interpersonal:Discuss the different opinions in groups.
Intrapersonal:What do you think about each opinion?
Logical/Mathematical:Graphic organizer.

Bodily-Kinesthetic:Move between groups to see what others are thinking.
Naturalist:Have class outside.

35.Consider all opinions about the topic. (Organize) 
	Text59: 


36. Students develop research questions and modify them as necessary to elicit, present, and critique evidence from a variety of primary and secondary sources following the conventions of documentation. (What) Students will understand that finding 

the answer to a research question requires the use of a variety of primary and secondary sources. (Where) After looking at all the facts and opinions, it is important for a person to know his own opinion so that he can discuss the topic with others. (Why)

37. Youtube Video. (Hook)

38.Students will know the difference between opinion and fact.  (Equip)Students will discuss their opinions in small groups. (Explore) Students will use a graphic organizer to separate their opinions from other opinions and the facts.  (Experience)
39. Students look at their opinion and compare it to the facts to be sure they have a valid point. (Refine)  Students compare their opinion to the opinions of others.  (Rethink)  Students decide whether their opinions have changed over the course of the project and make any necessary adjustments.  (Rehearse)

40. I listen in on group conversations. (Evaluate)
41. Verbal:Group discussions.
Spatial:Video
Logical/Mathematical:

Musical:Have music playing in the background.
Bodily-Kinesthetic:Groups change every 15 minutes.
Interpersonal:Group discussions
Intrapersonal:Think about why your opinion is what it is.
Naturalist:

42.Be aware of your own opinion. (Organize) 
	Text23: •Finding the answer to a research question requires the use of a variety of primary and secondary sources.
•Following the structures and conventions of documentation strengthens an essay.
•Initial research questions may need to be modified during the research process.

	Text100: By what criteria will student products/performances be evaluated? 



